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SICASA Chairman’s Address 

 

 

Dear Students, 

 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world”- Mahatma Gandhi.  

Our tributes to our Father of nation on his 150th birth anniversary.  

Let the words of mahatma continue to inspire our generations. 

The Horizon CA student’s conference –Thiruvananthapuram 2019 organised by board of studies 

is scheduled on 22nd & 23rd of November, 2019 the venue will be Conference Hall, ACE college 

of Engineering, Thiruvananthapuram. We request the support of members and students for the 

successful conduct of the conference. Students are requested to register through the online 

portal. Students pursuing practical training/industrial training are invited to contribute papers 

for presentation for topics in Technical-Sessions. 

We have conducted our tax audit seminar with a good participation of students. We are 

thankful to CA Baby Paul and CA T A Ramabhadran for the informative sessions and their 

valuable time. 

I extend my warm greetings on the auspicious occasion of Diwali, the festival of lights. 

My heartiest wishes to all of you for your forthcoming examinations, which is scheduled to be 

held in November 2019. 

Wishing you all the best, 

With regards, 

CA Cherianji Samuel 
Chairman 
SICASA Thiruvananthapuram branch 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

        Secretary’s Report 

 

 

 

  

 

 

James Jacob    Abhijith Anil    Aswin V Gopal 

 

 

Hello guys! 

With the deadline for Tax Audit around the corner, SICASA Thiruvananthapuram had conducted 

a Tax Audit Seminar on September 18th with top faculties from KPMG. Many of used this 

opportunity well, and might be using those inputs now, practically. 

With October being a busy month, with exam nearing and tax audit deadlines, CA students 

might be having a hectic time. There’ll be mock tests conducted at branch level and I urge 

students to use this opportunity to get a feel of the exam atmosphere. 

After the exams, our student’s conference, HORIZON will be held. This provides a great 

opportunity for students to make paper presentations on technical topics. Make the best of it. 

Finally, I wish all the best for the students attempting their exams, and to the others, Happy 

Tax Auditing! 

 

 

 

 



      A Branch Episode 
      (by CA Shiva Raman) 

 

Thank you Mr. Cherianji, Chairman of Trivandrum SICASA  for asking me to pen down my 
memories about our Branch. 
 
My association with our Branch took birth 39 years ago,  precisely November 1979, when I 
reached Trivandrum from New Delhi where I was born , had my college education and 
completed my Chartered Accountancy in 1977 and had set up my own practice. Family 
Circumstances brought me to Trivandrum where I had probably come a couple of times before. 
I had no friends, no classmates, and Malayalam was next to Greek to me. 
I made quick acquaintance with Mr Goda Varma Raja and Mr N Subbiah who were the doyens 
of our profession. 
 
I made a quick march to the northern entrance of the main temple of Trivandrum and it was 
not a difficult job for me to locate the ICAI office in the Utsavamadom Building, the business 
complex of that era!  The area occupied by our office was a modest 350 sqft, out of which 
300sq ft was a hall, 40 sq ft was the  Manager’s office and 10 sq.ft was the toilet. Amazing !! 
This space was servicing the 70 odd  members and 200 odd students. There were a couple of 
book shelves which could be termed as Library. The furniture in it included some desks and 
benches, one table and a few chairs. This was enough as not more than 20 members attended 
any program any time. I remember the rent paid was a mere Rs 300 pm and the salary paid to 
the  Manager Mr Narayan Rao was Rs 500 pm. The Branch opened a few hours in the morning 
and couple of hours in the evening from 5 pm to 8 pm.  
Even with the limited membership, every event went about smoothly both for the members and 
for the students. There was the SICASA also then which was as vibrant  as it is now. If I be 
permitted to take names, there were the senior members Mr Venkitachalam Iyer, Mr 
Velayudhan Pillai, Mr R Krishnan, Mr N Subbiah, Mr P GodaVarma Raja, Mr Krishnan Potti, Mr  
SanjeevaRao, Mr Padmanabha Iyer, Mr Ramasubramania Aiyar….. Mr Venkitachalam Iyer, being 
the senior most. 
Mr Ramasubramania Aiyar,was also originally from Delhi having apprenticed in the large firm 
VaidyanathAiyar and Co who were the auditors of almost all politicians of Delhi including 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Two members who became Presidents of our Institute were partners in this 
Firm – Mr  R.Thakur and Mr V Rajaraman. Then there were my contemporaries , Mr  H 
Krishnamoorthy, Mr V Meenakshi Sundaram, Mr Girija Sankar, Mr Ravikumar, Mr Neelakantan. A 
few years later, a younger and energetic group joined in……..Mr R Sridhar, Mr 
Sathyavageeswaran, Mr Padmanabhan Nair, Mr Venkitachalam. The then SICASA members Mr 
Sekhar, Mr Ganapathy, and the like graduated to become eminent Chartered Accountants. 
It was during a visit of our endearing President Mr P A Nair to Trivandrum, the idea for 
coaching classes  for the students got conceptualised. It was he, who made Branch buildings a 
reality for many of the branches in Kerala. Trivandrum also benefitted from his patronage. One 
of my earlier Committees had purchased a piece of land near the PRS hospital, on way to 
Jagathy. Mr P A Nair laid the foundation for a branch building . It was a rainy day  and Mr Nair 
had flown in from Mumbai just for us. I, as the Secretary of the Branch brought the foundation 
stone from Ernakulum as we did not have facilities in Trivandrum. The stone was propped up 



on a chair and the foundation laying was done. However, many of us in and outside the 
Committee did not like the location as it  was not motorable. Till date , the situation continues. 
 
It was with great difficulty and innumerable motor rides by me and Mr Goda Varma Raja, duly 
assisted by Manager Rao we were able to identify the present location.  The land in Jagathy 
was also sold without incurring any loss to the Branch. The present premises was a good 
purchase, considering we got 20 cents for 4 lakhs.  The old building was the residence of a 
Hindi Teacher from Model School. A pious man, the teacher immediately vacated the building.   
In the intervening period of 2 months from then till the inauguration date, we had the task of 
making the residential  building into an office building fit for about 150 members, the branch 
having grown to that size.   
 
The then Maharaja of Travancore Mr.Uthradom Thirunal Marthanda Varma with His  
benevolence also contributed to the building fund and directed us to construct a new building 
befitting our profession.  However,  the task of building a new office complex got stalled and it 
took several years to revive the project.   
 
The building committee headed by Mr.Goda Varma Raja and several senior and active members 
took over this task. Money was a constraint. Ideas were pouring it.  Some members even 
regarded the construction of the new building as unimportant.  But with the  advise of  Mr. P.A 
Nair and Travancore Maharaja, a new building had to come up. 
 
Several building plans later and after several building estimates ranging from Rs.85 Lakhs to  
1.50 Crores,these big budgeted estimates were throwing us out of gear and  seemingly building 
project was becoming a distant dream. 
 
Then enters our Branch Chairperson Mrs. Chithra Devarajan in a newly constituted branch 
committee.  They were given but one Order “complete the building during your term”.  The 
Building Committee continued to be headed by Mr.Goda Varma Raja. The piling work was 
immediately taken up under the advise of  a Civil Engineering Professor from the Engineering 
College.  There again, a few  stumbling blocks, the incessant rain was one of them.   Mr. G.V 
Raja was in full control of the situation.   The next year was a crucial period.  The contracts of  
building constriction were yet to be finalised .    Money continued to be the major road block. At 
this  time  the Branch Chairman, the unassuming Mr. Suresh Babu and I went and met  
Architect Mr. G.Sankar, the creator of “low cost- high efficiency  buildings”.  We told the 
eminent architect our budget, which was barely Rs.3 lakhs with us and we wanted to have a big 
office building.  Those days the Institute would give a  matching grant for the amount spent by 
the branch.  We had roughly spent  Rs. 3 lakhs on the piling, apart from Rs.4.50 on the land.  
Mind you, those days Trivandrum had a membership of barely 150 or 200.  Mr. Sankar the 
Architect with his inimitable style agreed to visit the location, which he did the very next day 
and agreed to give us a drawing and the  estimate. This he did in the shortest time. The 
estimate was Rs. 30 lakhs for a 6,000 sq.ft building (3,000 x 2 floors).   Mr. Sankar  agreed to 
charge us @ Rs.500 per sq.ft – Material + Labour + Supervision included.  This estimate 
brought in a lot of joy to us as we had to bring in only Rs. 15 lakhs and  balance 15 lakhs 
coming in from the Head quarters.   As this was a very reasonable estimate the building 
committee decided to go in for marble flooring as an added expenditure.   The building 
committee sat through many sittings to  bring in  the required Rs.15 Lakhs.   Many of the 
members then contributed liberally  and  the plan got approved.  Work started at the site.  The 



then Chairman  Mr. Suresh Babu would be at the branch every day at 8 AM and stay on for a 
good part of the day encouraging the workers and the engineers to do a good and fast job.   I 
too would go there regularly  to give company to the Chairman.  The Building Committee 
Chairman was always there visiting periodically and giving his valuable tips.   
 
 
Six months rolled by so smoothly and we  were happily seeing our dream taking shape, brick by 
brick. The Architect Mr. Sankar had posted one of his  very efficient engineers  Mrs. Padmalatha 
who was there during the entire construction period.   At the end of the promised 6 months, 
our two storied building was ready, a “red coloured- brick finished- beauty”.  The ground floor 
consisted of office rooms, Chairman’s room, Library, two large class rooms and wash rooms.   
The first floor was mostly a large conference hall to seat 400  people easily and 2 Guest suites 
and rest rooms. 
 
The Executive Committee had their job clear cut and the building was delivered in the 
prescribed time frame. The President of the Institute,  Mr.R.Bupathy. graciously inaugurated the 
ICAI building on 9th February, 2004. 
 
Any write up on the Trivandrum Building, will be incomplete without mentioning  the greatness 
of Mr. N. Subbaiah and the other partners of Suri & Co.  At the time when the branch had 
emptied its  coffers, with only the ground floor completed. Mr. Subbaiah came forward  and 
proposed to contribute Rs.10 lakhs   mostly from his own savings and the rest from the other 
partners who all agreed  to  spare their rupee for the common cause.  Mr. R. Bupathy.the 
gracious President of the Institute,  travelled all the way from New Delhi to inaugurate our 
Branch Building .  The branch shall be ever grateful to him for having sanctioned Rs. 10 lakhs 
as Building  Grant, without which  the project have not been completed.   The branch would 
also kindly remember Mr. Bupathy who  had  come and taught Income Tax and other subjects 
to the multitude of students during the  Ulsavamadom Building days.  He would  stay 
continuously for seven days and take classes from morning 6 to late evening 6 with the 
minimum lunch and tea breaks. 
 
The present Trivandrum branch building has 3 floors,  the top floor was built by the same 
Architect Mr. Sankar for another Rs.15 lakhs.  The  Third floor was initialised and completed by 
the joint efforts of the then branch Chairman Mr. G.N.Nair with the active help of his member 
Mr. Santhosh  Alexander.   Thus runs this episode on the Trivandrum ICAI Branch building as 
told by Shiv Ram, which edifice, is set to churn out outstanding CAs year after year, ad 
infinitum!!!!!    
 
 
 
CA Shiva Raman 
Past Chairman 
ICAI Thiruvananthapuram 

 



 

HORIZON 2019 

 

Horizon, the student’s conference held by BOS together with SICASA TVM, 

provides the best platform for the students to showcase their presentation 

skills. Students can pick from the various technical topics and present 

them. We request the support of the members and active participation 

from the students for the event. 

(Students are requested to register through the online portal) 

 

 

 

Dates: November 22nd and 23rd 

Venue: Conference Hall, ACE College of Engineering  

 

(NB : Buses will ply from ICAI Bhawan, Trivandrum morning and evening 

for the students) 
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